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R e c e n t  N e w s  
R e l e a s e s  

CMS OFFERS NEW POLICY 
GUIDELINES FOR STATE 
MEDICAID WORK REQUIRE-
MENTS 

30 YEAR ILLEGAL DUMP SITE 
CLEAN UP BEGINS IN MEDI-
CINE LODGE  

Click here to visit our  
Newsroom for more! 

Letter From the Secretary  
Acting Secretary Jeff Andersen 

Hello, and thank you for taking a look at 

our first Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment (KDHE) Legislative Update. 

My name is Jeff Andersen and I was ap-

pointed Acting Secretary of KDHE (to be 

confirmed by the Senate) on January 12, 

2018. 

I am a native Kansan. I received my Bach-

elor of Science in Business Administration 

from the University of Kansas in 1987, and 

my Masters in Health Care Administration 

from UMKC in 1995.   

I have worked for the past 30 years in various capacities in the field of health 

care. Most recently I served as Vice President of Shared Solutions for Vi-

zient/VHA, where I provided leadership for an insurance company and man-

aged care contracting program.  Before that I was President/CEO of Mid-

America Service Solutions, a service center owned by 10 hospitals and serv-

ing 200 hospitals across the Midwest. 

My experience has involved working in very large organizations and I have 

also stepped into many challenges during my career. I am excited for the 

opportunities KDHE offers and I greatly look forward to working with all con-

stituencies in maximizing the value KDHE delivers. 

One of my goals is to keep you informed about some of the great things hap-

pening at KDHE and some of our plans for the future. We will issue an up-

date each month during the Legislative session, then quarterly during the rest 

of the year. 

I also want to assist in answering questions you and your constituents have 

about KDHE. On the next page you will see a few of the highlights we’d like 

you know about KDHE, and each of our Divisions. You can also find contact 

information to use if you would like to reach out to us. 

Thank you, I look forward to getting to know you, and I look forward to this 

opportunity to join you in serving Kansans. 

U p c o m i n g  
E v e n t s  

April 3-5 Governor’s Public  
Health Conference, Wichita KS 
Annual Conference hosted by the Bu-
reau of Community Health Systems, 
many local health departments attend 

March 13-15, WORKS!  
Conference, Hutchinson  
Annual conference hosted by the 
Bureau of Waste Management   

April 21, State Park Earth Day 
Clean-up events, various loca-
tions 
Hosted by the Bureau of Waste Man-
agement 

Department of Health and Environment 

“IT ONLY TAKES A LITTLE TO 
LOSE A LOT” KDHE TAKING 
PART IN CDC RX AWARE-
NESS CAMPAIGN 
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CONNECT WITH US  
Requests for assistance for a constituent or questions 
on legislation, please contact  

Liz Dunn: liz.dunn@ks.gov, 785-207-3090 

 
Questions about agency services, programs, or any-
thing in this newsletter, please contact  

Kara Titus: kara.titus@ks.gov, 785-291-3684 

Maternal Mortality Review Committee (MMRC) 

 KDHE is formally launching Maternal Mortality Re-

view (MMR) and establishing the Kansas MMR Com-

mittee (membership has been invited, and the first 

meeting is planned for April 2018).  

 A state MMRC gathers extensive information about 

each case, to find answers to the question, “What 

happened?” to determine the contributing factors  to 

maternal mortality and identify interventions to im-

prove systems of care.  

 Approximately half of U.S. states have a comprehen-

sive maternal mortality review process and Kansas 

will join in 2018. More information about state mater-

nal mortality review processes and committees is 

available online: www.reviewtoaction.org.  

Opioid Prevention 

 In September 2016, KDHE was awarded a CDC 

grant to facilitate the Kansas Prescription Drug and 

Opioid Advisory Committee, and improve data collec-

tion of opioid misuse, abuse, and overdose.  

 We are partnering with other state and local agen-

cies, private organizations like the Kansas Hospital 

Association, and birthing facilities to implement 

standards for substance use screening, treatment, 

etc. 

Divis ion of  Envi ronment  

Divis ion of  Publ ic  Heal th  
KanCare Eligibility  

 Put vendor on verbal notice of contract non-

compliance—Working with Department of Admin-

istration to send formal non-compliance letter 

 Will be starting stakeholder workgroups in the near 

future to discuss eligibility policy and get feedback 

on ideas 

 As of January 2018, there are 181 nursing homes 

in the nursing home liaison program 

CHIP  

 CHIP was reauthorized for 6 years—there will be 

no change in service.  

Naturally Slim Program 

 14,658 state employees participated and complet-

ed this HealthQuest program losing a total of 

134,600 lbs this in turn lowered the diabetes risk of 

individuals by 58%. 

Workers Compensation Certification Program 

 This recognized Certified Workers' Comp Profes-

sional training provides specialized knowledge and 

skills in areas, including law, claims handling, disa-

bility management, safety, and medicine. 

Flint Hills Fire Season 

 Burn season typically begins in mid-March and 

continues to mid-April. KDHE will continue to moni-

tor air quality. 

 The Bureau of Air continues to work with the agri-

cultural community to encourage burning over a 

wider time period, and to use available tools to ini-

tiate burns during weather conditions that reduce 

smoke impact 

 

State Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) 

 Bureau of Waste Management continues to work 

with Kansas electric utilities and the U.S. EPA to 

develop flexible risk-based regulations in lieu of 

rigid “one-size-fits-all” federal regulations with an 

application seeking authorization from EPA to ad-

minister the CCR facility permitting program.   

Divis ion of  Heal th Care Finance  

 The development of these regulations has been 

challenging because technical staff at the EPA are 

resistant to allowing states to make their own as-

sessments. Allowing the state to apply these regula-

tions individually will result in regulatory flexibility 

where possible. 
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